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ciated, Is yet the best inheritance of our 
race), and the right to secure the results of 
labor. On some of the Indian reservations 
even, they have been refused the privilege of 
cutting and sellingtimber. ‘‘Nogeneral law 
yrovides that Indians shall select allotments 
in severalty,’’ and his title to a homestead, 
earned by his own industry and built by his 
own hands, is always dubious and insecure, 
It includes bis individual claim to that which 
nlone can make him a man indeed, the right 
to education and instruction in the Christian 
faith. 

Public opinion needs to be formed in these 
directions until the pressure shall come 
through it upon those who make and admin- 
ister the laws, uutil this great end shall have 
been reached, - 

A most significant statement, made by the 
Hon. John Q. Smith, Indian Commissioner, 
in his last annual report, is worthy of a con- 
stant remembrance, that our Indian wars 
have cost more than all the foreign wars in 
which the nation has ever engaged. But the 
question is not of spending or saving money, 
nor of killing or not killing the Indian. The 
command of Christ is on the Christian peo- 
ple of this land, that they carry the guspel 
of light and love to these men of a commun 
humanity. 

The following communication from the 
Dakota Mission has also been put into the 
hands of your committee :— 

Rev. M. E. Striepwy, D. D., 
Secretary of the American Missionary 
Association, 

Dear Sir:—*‘ The Dakota Miesion,"’ at its 
annual meeting held at Fort Sully, D. T., 
September 13, 1877, prepared the following 
vaper for the consideration of the American 
Sietenary Association, with the hope that 
the Association may upprove of the same 
and aid in bringing these principles before 
the country. The same paper was consider- 
ed by the American Board at its meeting at 
Providence, and the Prudential Committee 
of the Board were instructed to communi- 
cate with our National Government in re- 
gard to it. 

Yours respectfully, 


ALFrepD L. Rigas, 
Secretary of the Dakota Mission. 
Washington, VD. C., Oct, 11, 1877. 


A PLATFORM OF PRINCIPLES IN THE MANAGE- 
MENT OF INDIANS. 

The experience gained in prosecuting the 
mission work among the Indians of this 
country during the past sixty years, con- 
strains this Association to adopt the follow- 
ing platform of principles, which we think 
should represent the Indian policy of our 
country: 

I. Indians are men—not much dffering 
from others, with the same wants, and gov- 


erned by the same impu!ses as other men. 
Il, Since there is, under our government, 


no legal arrangement for the adjustment of 
wrongs among the Indians, the first and 
great necessity on their behalf, even in the 
savzge state, and much more as they emerge 
from that state, is the protection of law and 
subjection to its penalties. In their native 


state they are lawless, and often need to be 
So far the military 


restrained by force. 
power is a necessity. 

lil. Solong as they remain the wards of 
the government, dependent to a large extent 
for support and help, the necessary education 
in books, in agriculture and in mechanic 
arte, should be made compulsory. No more 
Indians should be raised. 

IV. It is certainly more economioal to 
feed Indians than to Aght them, as well ae 
more humane and Christian, and the Reser- 
vation System is accepted as atemporary ex- 

dient in preparing them for self-support, 
Sut great care should be taken that the feed- 
ing be not continued too long, and the Res- 
ervation should terminate before it becomes 
a hindrance to citizenship. 

When life and property are thus pro- 
tected, and Indians take the first steps to- 
ward civilization, they should find all ob- 
stacles removed to their acquisition of real 
estate, by homestead or pre-emption, that 
by reaching the conditions of self-support, 
they may take their place among the other 
peoples who constitute our American nation, 

VI. In view of the fact that the Indian 
service of the Government is one of com- 
plex duties, requiring special training, and 
that removal of its officers works evil, we 
believe the time has come for the establish- 
ment of a true Indian civil service, in which 
tenure of office shall be during efficiency and 
good behavior. 

VII. To successfully accomplish the ob- 
ects herein enumerated—to civilize, to en- 
ighten, to educate and bring up to the high- 
est and best style of manhood—we regard 
the teachings of the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, as indispensable, and 
the prosecution of the missionary work 
among the Indians as imperative. 

The document received the sanction of the 
American Board convened at Providence, 
and was committed to the Prudevtial Com- 
mittee, to be by it in some way brought to. 
the attention of the proper departments of 
the National Government. 

Your committee recommend the approval 
of the sentiments contained in this paper of 
the Dakota Mission, and the appointment of 
a committee, consisting of Hon. E. 8. Tobe 
(President of the Association), General C, B. 
Fisk, Hon. A. C. Barstow, Colonel C. G. 
Hammond, and Rev. M. E. Strieby, D. D., to 
correspond with the Prudential Committee 
of the American Board, and if it be practi- 
cable to unite with them in such action as 
may to both bodies seem wise. 


[Sigued.] Cc. G. HAMMOND, 
GEO. M. BOYNTON, 
P. 8. KNIGHT, 
F. 8. CLARK, 
DWIGHT O. MARSH. 
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